
“ I THEREFORE, THE PRISONER IN THE LORD, BEG YOU TO LEAD A LIFE WORTHY OF THE CALLING TO 
WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED, WITH ALL HUMILITY AND GENTLENESS, WITH PATIENCE, BEARING 
WITH ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE, MAKING EVERY EFFORT TO MAINTAIN THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN 
THE BOND OF PEACE. THERE IS ONE BODY AND ONE SPIRIT, JUST AS YOU WERE CALLED TO THE 
ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING, ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM, ONE GOD AND FATHER OF 
ALL, WHO IS ABOVE ALL AND THROUGH ALL AND IN ALL. BUT EACH OF US WAS GIVEN GRACE 
ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF CHRIST’S GIFT. THEREFORE IT IS SAID, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON 
HIGH HE MADE CAPTIVITY ITSELF A CAPTIVE; HE GAVE GIFTS TO HIS PEOPLE.” Ephesians 4: 1-8

I often wonder and sometimes worry about the impact that the church has on the world in which we 
live. It sometimes seems that voices calling for unity in the name of Jesus are drowned out by the 
myriad of angry, hate-filled, and violent voices that tell us to be afraid of anything (or anyone) that is 

“other.” This fear can feel like a thick fog where even the most powerful light gets swallowed up. When 
individual Christians and churches live in this fog of timidity and fearfulness we miss out on lifting up the 
gifts of others that God has given for the unity of all. Creating a culture of call in our churches involves 
taking a blind, yet faithful step forward and trusting in the promise of God revealed in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

Over the past several years and especially as I began the candidacy process and enrolled in Seminary 
I have become keenly aware of the crisis of numbers in the ELCA concerning Ministers of Word and 
Sacrament. What I was not aware of until recently, though, was how crippling the fear and anxiety is that 
many of my friends and colleagues in the church, both clergy and lay, struggle with. One colleague even 
described this fear as like “wearing cement boots in the deep end of a pool that is rapidly filling up.” And 
even though the statistics do feel daunting, we are constantly reminded of God’s faithful care and love for 
God’s people. There is a holy wind sweeping through the church, equipping leaders for the future and for 
right here and now, not just off in the distance of time and space. It is within our very congregations that 
God’s people learn about their gifts and are grown in discipleship.

Just as Paul begs and urges the believers at Ephesus in the scripture above to live a life worthy of the 
calling they have from God, so too the church must create space where deep listening to the Spirit and 
pointing out vocational gifts for ministry becomes even more of a core competency. And this is not just 
for the sake of church itself or out of some survivalist mindset, but we must do this for the sake of our 
neighbors and in the name of Jesus! It is precisely because of the countless ways other disciples of Jesus 
have pushed, prodded, encouraged, and loved me and my wife and daughter that our family has been 
able to traverse the path of vocational discernment toward seminary and candidacy in the ELCA. From 
the slate tile floor of Living Word Lutheran Church in Memphis, Tennessee and the youth room at Bartlett 
United Methodist Church in Bartlett, Tennessee, I can still hear the echoes of faithful disciples pointing out 
my gifts for ministry, surrounding me with mentors, and creating opportunities for me to serve and learn; 
and this has made all difference in my faith journey and my call to ministry.

Creating a culture of call does not mean that everyone will suddenly feel called to attend seminary and 
go through candidacy and ordination, either, but rather it involves each disciple of Christ in our churches 
accompanying one another on the journey of discernment. When Christ made “captivity itself a captive” 
we were set free from the fears that can keep us at a stand-still and set free for living out our baptismal 
calling faithfully with all of God’s people for the sake of the world! May we take bold steps out of the 
fog and into the light of Jesus’ presence, proclaiming freedom and meaning for all of God’s children.
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